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SUBJECT: SOVIET REPLY TO ZAIREAN COMPLAINT 
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1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JANUARY 26 LETTER FROM SOVIET 
PERMREP TO SYG CONCERNING ZAIREAN COMPLAINT, DISTRIBUTED 
JANUARY 27 AS SC DOCUMENT S/1 1947. 

IN CONNEXION WITH THE LETTER FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF 
ZAIRE TO THE UNITED NATIONS OF 19 JANUARY 1976 (S/1 1936) 

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO STATE THE FOLLOWING. 

THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE USSR TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
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CATEGORICALLY REJECTS ALL THE SLANDEROUS FABRICATIONS ABOUT THE 
SOVIET UNION SET FORTH IN THE LETTER FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION 
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OF ZAIRE CONCERNING UNFRIENDLY ACTS ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED 
BY THE USSR IN THE TERRITORY OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 
ANGOLA WHICH POSE A THREAT TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE. THERE 
IS ABSOLUTELY NO BASIS FOR SUCH ASSERTIONS. THE POSITION OF THE USSR 
ON THE ANGOLAN QUESTION IS WELL KNOWN TO ALL. WE WISH 
TO REAFFIRM THAT NOT A SINGLE SOVIET CIIZEN IS FIGHTING 
WITH WEAPONS IN HAND ON ANGOLAN SOIL. THEREFORE, IT CANNOT 
BUT CAUSE SURPRISE THAT THE LETTER FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION 
OF ZAIRE ASSERTS WITHOUT ANY FOUNDATION THAT SOME MYTHICAL 
"SOVIET TROOPS" ARE IN ANGOLA. 

IN REALITY. ARMED INTERVENTION IS BEING CARRIED OUT AGAINST 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA, AS IS WELL KNOWN TO EVERYONE, 

BY SOUTH AFRICAN RACISTS AND UNITS CONSISTING OF VARIOUS 
KINDS OF ADVENTURERS AND MERCENARIES, INCLUDING PORTUGUESE 
FASCISTS WHO FLED FROM ANGOLA, SUPPORTED BY IMPERIALIST 
AND PRO-IMPERIALIST FORCES. IT IS NO SECRET TO ANYONE THAT 
THE TROOPS OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND MERCENARY 
GANGS ARE BRINGING WITH THEM THE RESTORATION OF THE FORMER 
COLONIAL ORDER IN ANGOLA AND ARE ATTEMPTING TO TEAR 
APART THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA, WHICH HAS NOW BEEN 
RECOGNIZED BY THE MAIORITY OF SOVEREIGN STATES OF AFRICA AND 
OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE AND THEIR 
LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT AND THEIR JUST STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
RACIST AND IMPEIALIST FORCES FOR THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE 
OF THEIR COUNTRY AND THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE FOR 
THEMSELVES THEIR WAY OF LIFE AND THEIR DESTINY. 

THE SOVIET UNION, IN KEEPING WITH ITS FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL 
POSITION, HAS EXTENDED AND CONTINUES TO EXTEND MORAL AND 
MATERIAL SUPPORT TO THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF 
PEOPLES FOR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE, WHICH IS FULLY 
IN KEEPING WITH THE DECISIONS BOTH OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY WITH REGARD TO 
DECOLONIZATION. THIS FULLY APPLIES ALSO TO THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA, WHICH IS, AT THE PRESENT TIME, REPELLING 
THE AGGRESSION OF RACIST AND IMPERIALIST FORCES. 

THE SOVIET UNION IS NOT SEEKING ANY ECONOMIC, MILITARY OR 
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OTHER ADVANTAGE IN ANGOLA. OUR SOLE CONCERN IS TO 
HELP THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA TO DEFEND ITS FREEDOM 
AND INDEPENDENCE. THE SOVIET UNION DECISIVELY CONDEMNS THE 
AGGRESSIONOF THE SOUTH AFRICAN RACISTS AGAINST THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA AND, TOGETHER WITH THE MAJORITY 
OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES, DEMANDS THE IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY FORCES AND FASCIST 
MERCENARY UNITS FROM ANGOLA. THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE SHOULD BE 
GUARANTEED NORMAL PEACEFUL CONDITIONS TO THAT, WITHOUT 
ANY EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE, THEY MAY INDEPENDENTLY DETERMINE 
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THE PATH OF THEIR DEVELOPMENT IN CONDITIONS OF PEACE, 

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE. 

IN THATEVENT THERE WOULD BE NO NEED TO CONTINUE TO EXTEND 
ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA IN THE FORM 
IN WHICH IT IS CURRENTLY BEING EXTENDED TO THAT SOVEREIGN 
AFRICAN STATE AT THE REQUEST OF THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF 
THAT STATE. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO SEE THAT THE ASSISTANCE 
GIVEN TO THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA IS IN NO WAY 
DETRIMENTAL EITHER TO THE COUNTRIES BORDERING ON ANGOLA OR 
TO ANY OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES. ON THE CONTRARY, ALL 
THE PEOPLES OF AFRICA ARE VITALLY INTERESTED IN STRENGTHENING 
THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA AND 
LIBERATING IT FROM SOUTH AFRICAN INTERVENTIONISTS AND 
FOREIGN MERCENARIES. 

I REQUEST THAT THIS LETTER BE ISSUED AS AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT 
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) Y. MALIK 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
USSR TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

SHERER 
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